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16 February 1950

MEMCRAWDUK TO: €08

'SUBJECT: -~ Role of Research and Devolopment Board, Department of
. Lo 'Bafensa., K
BHCLOSURE; . Public Law 216=-8lst Congress B

l. This is in regard to your request for information regarding the
‘role of the Research and Davelopment Board in the budzeting process and
the Eoard®s functicns with respoct to specific projeatsa

A 2e Through sources in the .Tureau of the dudzet I have been informed
that the Influonce of tho Board is incrensing and that its effsctivensss

- may be groater in the near future. The Foard dorives its suthority froam
- functions delezatod to it by the Soorstary of Dsfonse, The compiroller

- within the 0ffice of %the Secretary of Delense reiios heavily upon the

.-, Board for ressarch and development advice,.

.8« The budget cycle involving tho Zcard operates as follows;

ae  Strategio guidance comes to the Board from a number of
sources, - -

by  Board develops basioc master plan for research end deveibpmsnt.

ce Within ths framework of msster plan the three'Servioes
prepare budsets,

de heaearch end development budgets prepared by the three
Services areg then reviewsd by Research and Development Board,

@+ BSoard's recemmendatlons then go to Secretary of Dafonse,

T+ ‘Bsoretary of Dofense resolves differences betweon Board
and the Services concerned.

&e Alter money is appropriated, Services must get Board.
approval before starting a project. In case of disagreement
during this phase of the cycle, Secrotary of Dofenso resolves the .
issues. - . ' o ‘ :

: 4. On page 7 of Pﬁbiio Law 216--818%t Congress, attached, you will
find legal authority for the exlstence of the Toard. -

S¢ I shall bs plessed to go further into this matter upon reguest
from you.

- ' . V ."
’ - L/‘j arnanninniannnL o
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